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than April 24. He had succeeded in convincing himself, as did
so many others, that Hitler triumphant was Hitler an easier prey;
after his immense poll he would see reason the quicker. And to
help him to see reason and to further his own plans, Schleicher
took upon himself to counter Groener's attack. He had to, for
the cabinet, if haltingly, had at last declared war on Hitler and
everyone in touch with politics knew that for all practical pur-
poses he was a member of it. Loyalty and discipline sat lightly
upon him. Behind the back of his chief he hastened to the Presi-
dent, a rather tired, ill-tempered old man these days who hating
Storm Troops on principle had signed the decree without really
examining it. The general had no difficulty in showing him the
monstrous injustice of it. After all, these were "national" troops
capable of being used some day in the national cause. Yet the
minister of defence had singled them out for suppression, and
had left untouched the similar forces of the Socialists and Com-
munists who were far more dangerous. This was simply untrue
for the Red Front Fighters and the Iron Front were neither
armed nor decently organized, whereas the Storm Troops were
paid, drilled, officered, equipped, and armed, a true mercenary
force, and in spite of a poor material were infinitely more fit for
action than the loose formations of their opponents. The marshal
did not argue. He wrote an offensive letter to Groener in which
he said that it had been brought to his knowledge that the new
decree was one-sided and ordered him to see that it applied to
any irregular and illegal force. Groener, although taken aback,
defended himself with unexpected vigour, pointing out that the
Iron Front against which the criticism actually was levied—for
the Red Fighting Front had always been illegal—was a harmless
body, and eventually a compromise was reached. The ban on
the Storm Troops was not removed, but the Iron Front were
warned to be careful. Schleicher was baulked again.
April 24 afforded him another proof of the urgency of reaching
some sort of settlement with Hitler. It was a day of amazing
National Socialist election successes. In Prussia they won 36-3
per cent and 162 seats, reducing the Nationalists from seventy-
one to thirty-one, the Populists from forty to seven, and the

